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� Welcome to the Summer edition of 
the CTTA Newsletter. Before most 
of us break up for the Summer 
holiday, let me update you with the 
latest events in the town twinning 
calendar.  

 This Year  Main Group Visit took 
place in Crawley, between the 
04/07/2009 and 12/07/2009. 

The programme was prepared by 
the CTTA committee and was 
once more  varied and an interest-
ing one. From the initial welcome 
on Monday morning 6th July by 
the honourable Mayor Brenda Bur-
gess in the Town Hall, was fol-
lowed by a coach trip to the sea-
side  in Littlehampton. The trip had 
been enjoyed by all participants 
and especially by the 10 youths 
from Dorsten.  Wednesday there 
was an interesting trip organised 
to Chislehurst Caves and Blue 
Water Shopping Centre. On Friday 
a trip to Brooklands Museum and 
Mercedes Benz World in Surrey. 

The farewell party took place in 
the Broadfield Community Centre. 
During the evening the party was 
entertained with a barn dance and 
a quality buffet which had been 
prepared by the committee mem-
bers with contributions from CTTA 
members, hosts and friends. The 
barn dance music and dance in-
structions were provided by  the  
“Crooked Stove Pipe Band”. It 
seems that all participants I have 
spoken to, enjoyed themselves 
thoroughly in the evening and 
throughout the MGV which was a 
big success. All our guests and 
hosts at the farewell evening wel-
comed also the present Mayor 
Brenda Burgess and two past 

serving  Mayors,  Ray Calcott and 
Jim Smith.  

I would like to thank all those that 
helped to make the MGV visit to 
Crawley  such a success. A spe-
cial thanks to all the CTTA com-
mittee members who put in a 
great deal of effort and hard work 
and organised the day trips and 
the farewell evening, food etc. 

More information about the MGV 
together with some articles and 
photographs are shown on pages 
2,3,4 & 6. 

 

Peter Klin 

Public relations officer (CTTA) 
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A Honorary Life Membership of the CTTA 
had been bestowed to our well known past 
CTTA committee members Marie-Odile 
Herve and Peter & Iris Orris. 

 

Marie-Odile, Peter and Iris are no longer 
able to participate in the CTTA activities but 
Life membership enables them to receive 
the newsletter. The text of the letter which 
was sent individually to Marie-Odile and 
Peter & Iris is as follows: 
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My sincere thanks to Mick and Marion who en-
tertained my guests whilst I was in hospital and 
for the loan of their put-u-up.  I would also like 
to offer my sincere thanks to Jill and David who 
also fed and took care of Mechtild and her chil-
dren for a further two days and joined us on 
Saturday for a trip to Hever Castle where they, 
again, kept the children entertained. 

 It is at times like these when friends are 
needed to show they care and I certainly felt as 
if this was the case in this instance. 

 I know that Mechtild and her family came 
home excited about the things they had been 
doing every day and I believe that her chil-
dren and those staying with Jill and 
David enjoyed their trip to Hever Castle espe-
cially around the hedge and the water 
mazes.  Mechtild was ecstatic to be in an Eng-
lish Garden and  I was impressed with how 
much the children enjoyed looking around the 
castle. 

 I thought the barn dance in the Church Hall 
was a fantastic idea which created a brilliant 
atmosphere and may be we could have a 
Western line dance at some point.  The food 
was great and there was plenty to choose from. 

 My thanks also goes to everyone who took 
part in making this a truly wonderful experience 
for all that took part. 

 It would have been great to have joined every-
one on the trips but I do hope to be more active 
next time. 

  

Kind regards 

  

Carol Eade 
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BARN DANCE—FAREWELL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAREWELL EVENING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MAYOR’S RECEPTION 
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WELCOME TO CRAWLEY  

CHISLEHURST CAVES—KENT 

 

KEITH AND FRANK AT FAREWELL 
EVENING 
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PRESS RELEASE 

 

THREE MAYORS AMONG THE HOSTS 

FOR VISITORS FROM GERMANY 

 

 

Crawley families who acted as hosts to visitors 
from our twin town of Dorsten in Germany included 
our current Mayor Brenda Burgess and ex Mayors 
Howard Bloom and Ray Calcott. 

The group of 36 visitors, including 11 children, en-
joyed a full and varied programme, arranged by 
the Crawley Town Twinning Association; this in-
cluded a visit to Littlehampton, the motor racing 
and aviation museum at Brooklands and Chisle-
hurst caves near Bromley. 

 

Any remaining cultural barriers were demolished at 
the farewell party on Saturday when the German 
visitors joined their hosts in an old English barn 
dance with Peter North and the Crooked Stovepipe 
band. 

 

Next year the town Twinning Association will be 
taking a similar group from Crawley to visit Dor-
sten. 

 

End of press release. 

 

For further information contact: 

 

Iain Millar 

Chairman 

Crawley Town Twinning Association 

 

Tel. 01293 533035 
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After planning this trip for nearly a year now we set off 

from Crawley on Friday 12 June 2009 with a squad of 

11 players, Richard Mullineux and Andy Webster (2 

PE teachers from Holy Trinity School and Nicky Shaw 

(Crawley Borough Council).  The squad was made up 

of pupils from Holy Trinity and Hazelwick Schools.   

We travelled by mini bus (this was kindly donated by 

Thomas Bennett School) and set off to catch the ferry 

from Dover across to Calais.  The ferry crossing to 

Calais as uneventful and on arrival at Calais we set 

off to Dorsten, passing through France, Holland, Bel-

gium and Germany.  The actual route is quite 

straightforward however we did hit European rush 

around the ring road of Antwerp and took 2 hours to 

drive as many miles.  We did eventually arrive in Dor-

sten about 2 hours late. 

We were greeted by Engelbert Sanders (Vice Chair-

man), Bruno Kemper (President) of the Dorsten Bas-

ketball club who had a meal ready for us – we ate 

about 10.30pm.  After dinner we settled into the 

sports hall and the team did a little bit of practice, af-

ter being cooped up in a mini bus for 6 hours they 

needed to run around. 

Saturday morning the team had breakfast, 

again laid on by the Dorsten Club, and after 

breakfast we walked into Dorsten.  Some of 

the team had just taken their GCSE German 

so were able to put into practice their lan-

guage skills.  Going around Dorsten we were 

stopped several times by people who had 

been to Crawley on visits and were keen to 

relay their experiences of their visit to Craw-

ley.  This actually made us all feel a bit like 

celebrities.  After showing them around the 

Town of Dorsten we walked back to the 

sports hall lunch was laid on for us by the 

club.  

The game was scheduled for 4pm and we 

had to be there at 3pm to warm up and there 

were a few photo opportunities, the local me-

dia came and a crowd of about 50 or so peo-

ple as well as 2 very experienced referees 

and table officials and some representatives 

of the Dorsten Town Twinning Association. 

Crawley won the game 51 – 80.  It was a 

great game and the team were great ambas-

sadors not only to the sport but to the town of 

Crawley.  After the game we all went into the 

dinning room and the teams mixed and got to 

know each other ‘off the court’.   

After the game we were to get ready to go 

out to Rhade where there was a Town Twin-

ning function that our party was invited to 

along with the other Polish town Dorsten is 

twinned with.   

 

   Continued on page 6  
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Crawley Town Twinning 

Basketball Trip 
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Cont. 
 
 
Unfortunately one of the Crawley players 

whilst getting ready banged into a glass door 

and had to go to the hospital to have stitches.  

After 3 hours we were released from the hos-

pital and we made our way to Rhade and 

caught up with the rest of the team and en-

joyed the rest of the social gathering.  I had a 

brief chat with Ludwig from the Town Hall at 

Dorsten.  The team were able to mix with the 

German and Polish youths at the social and 

they all especially enjoyed the entertainment 

and hospitality shown to them. 

We set off early on Sunday morning and 

managed to get to Calais earlier than ex-

pected and were able to catch the earlier 

ferry arriving back in the UK and in Crawley 

by 3.30pm. 

The trip was a great success and the boys 

certainly did benefit from (a) trying out their 

German language (b) playing in a different 

venue, country (c) the mixing with other 

youths from different countries and well as 

experiencing the different cultures.   

We are now hoping this will become a yearly 

occurrence and are now planning for next 

year to host a girls team from Dorsten. 

 

An article by Nicky Shaw 
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More pictures from MGV 2009 to Crawley  

 

 

CHISLEHURST CAVES—KENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCEDES BENZ WORLD 

MERCEDES BENZ WORLD 


